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rom the very beginning,
European integration
strived to strengthen
world peace. Already during
World War II, a united Europe
was seen by some as the only
antidote to the dangers posed
by nationalism. One of the most
remarkable achievements of
the last 70 years of European
integration has been to eradicate
the possibility of war between
European countries, that have
long characterised the history of
the continent.

Hans-Gert Pöttering (DE)

Margaret
Brusasco-Mackenzie (UK)

President of the European Parliament
2007-2009.
HAEU, INT 796

European Commission official
1981-1999.
HAEU, INT 114

“I never got to know my father, this
is a psychological reason why I
became interested in the peaceful
development of Europe. […] I
think that was the motivation,
there should never be a war again
between European Countries.”

“On a eu cette génération des
Allemands, des Français, des
Néerlandais, des Belges, qui ont
connu ça et ont dit : «plus jamais».”

Demonstration at the Franco-German border in Wissembourg on 20 August 1950.
HAEU, GR 3.
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The Ventotene Manifesto
The Manifesto “Towards a
Free and United Europe” was
drafted in 1941 by Altiero
Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi,
when they were exiled to the
island of Ventotene, in the
Mediterranean sea, by the
Fascist regime. Subsequently it
was edited by Eugenio Colorni
and circulated clandestinely

with the help of Ursula
Hirschmann and Ada Rossi. 
These Italian intellectuals and
militant politicians envisioned
the creation of a united and free
Europe, to change the historical
path that had led European
countries for the second time
on the brink of self-destruction.

Portrait of Ernesto Rossi.
© Fondazione Ernesto Rossi

Manifesto di Ventotene, with original manuscript notes of Altiero Spinelli, 1941.
HAEU, AS 3

A

long both the East/West and the North/South axis, Europe
has also been at the forefront in the promotion of cooperation
and dialogue with a view to creating a peaceful international
community. While in the area of common defence and foreign policy,
initiatives have not always been successful, from the very beginning with

Identity document of Altiero Spinelli.
HAEU, AS 210

the proposal for a European Defence Community in the early 1950s, which
was rejected. It is a subject in which the European Union still struggles to
speak with one voice in the international arena, to transfer sovereignty in
this field to a supranational level.

The project of a European Defence Community
Italian Prime
Minister Alcide De Gasperi
was amongst the most active
promoters of the European Defence
Community. The project sank in
1954 when it failed to be ratified
by the French Parliament.

Manuscript notes of the speech by
Fernand Dehousse, member of the
European Assembly (European
Parliament today), to the Belgian
Senate on 3 March1954, concerning
the proposal for a European
Defence Community.
HAEU, FD 76.

German
reunification took place
on 3 October 1990, less than
a year after the fall of the Berlin
Wall. For the first time, the
borders of the European
Community moved to
the East.

Alcide De Gasperi.
HAEU, ME 1549 - Photo: Unknown

Looking EAST
in times of Cold War

Herman van Rompuy (BE)
President of the European Council 2009-2014.
HAEU, INT 885.

“I still think that the end of the cold war, the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the
opening of Central and Eastern Europe and their
entering in the European Union was the major
event of the second half of the last century.”

Berliners celebrating the fall of the Berlin Wall on 9 November 1989.
© AP 1989 – Source: EC – Photo: Lionel Cironneau

Cooperation with
AFRICA

Reports of the Commission for Central and Eastern Europe of the European Movement on relations between Western and Eastern Europe during the Cold War, 1954-1960.
HAEU, ME 2147

Celebrations for the signature of the first Lomé Convention between the European Community and 46
African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, in Lomé (Togo) on 28 February 1975.
The European
Development Fund was
launched in 1959, and is
still the main source of EU
development aid for the African,
Caribbean and Pacific
(ACP) countries.

Hydro-agricultural development project of the European Development Fund (EDF) in Madagascar, 5 January 1972.

HAEU, BAC-025/1980 0773-I - Photos: Unknown
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T

he European project started with coal
and steel but then broadened its focus to
the economic sector, agriculture, social
issues, the environment and many other policy
fields. One of the original goals of the European
Communities was to reduce the gaps between
the various European regions, by strengthening
the unity of their economies end ensuring their
continuous development. European institutions
invested in development projects that left
concrete footprints in the landscape of the
Member States, and implemented a growing
range of common policies that affect the everyday
lives of European citizens. This process was
neither straightforward nor predetermined, but
in the end it has fostered an ever-expanding web
of relations between European countries. The
question remains, how much it has contributed
to create a de facto solidarity.

European Investment Bank (EIB) project Deutsche Bundesbahn (Germany),
1960-1961: electrification of the North-South axis’ railway.
HAEU, BEI 2165 - Photo: Unknown

Josep Borrell (ES)
President of the European Parliament 2004-2007.
HAEU, INT 799

“Being good neighbours, not fighting each other, cooperating, doing
something together [...] is a big asset for the European Union.”

Petrus Mathijsen (NL)
European Commission official
1977-1986.
HAEU, INT 215

Europe invests in REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The European
Investment Bank (EIB)
was established in 1958 to
contribute to the financing of
viable capital projects which
further EU core values and
policy goals.


“La première grande étape a été le
règlement sur une politique régionale.
Parce que pour faire accepter par les
Etats membres qu’il y ait une politique
régionale européenne, ça a été dur. Et
ça a été un grand pas.”

Construction of a hydroelectric power plant in Taloro, Sardinia (Italy).
HAEU, BEI 2154 - Photo Unknown

Construction of an acetylene factory in the south-west of France. HAEU,
BEI 2144 - Photo Unknown

Food processing industry in Moldova. © European Investment Bank

Øresund Bridge, a link between Sweden and Denmark. © EIB
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Treaties of Rome
On 25 March 1957 the
representatives of Belgium,
France, Italy, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands and West
Germany signed the Treaties
of Rome, thereby founding
the European Economic
Community (EEC) and the
EURATOM. 
In the Preamble to the Treaty

establishing the EEC, all
the signatories committed
to improve the living and
working conditions of their
peoples, and to reduce the
differences existing between
the various regions, in order
to ensure the economic
and social progress of their
countries.

Signatories to the Treaties gathered in the garden of the Belgian Embassy in Rome,
admiring a poster designed to mark the event: from left to right, Paul Henri Spaak,
Konrad Adenauer, Jean-Charles Snoy et d’Oppuers, Joseph Luns and Walter Hallstein.
© AP 1957 - Source: EC - Photo: Ivan Crosceneo
Poster on the occasion of the signing of the Treaties of Rome.
HAEU, NDG 51

A Common
AGRICULTURAL POLICY

The European
Commission published
the first European Environmental
Action Programme in 1973, while
the Common Fisheries Policy
was first introduced in the
1970s.

Taking care of
ENVIRONMENT

The Common
Agricultural Policy
(CAP), launched in 1962,
was the first common
policy developed at
European level.

Letter from the
European Commissioner
for Agriculture, Sicco
Mansholt, to the President
of the European
Commission, Franco
Maria Malfatti, explaining
the need for a common
environmental policy.
9 February 1972.
HAEU, GR 142

Poster produced by the
European Commission: The
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP):
Manage to Fish Forever.
HAEU, NDG 316

Study on the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) published by the Academic
Association of Economic and Commercial
Sciences, 1964.
HAEU, GR 35.

SOCIAL POLICIES for workers

Plans for workers’ accommodation prepared for
the European Coal and Steel Community’s
housing programme, January 1955.
HAEU, CEAB 11/1666.

Map published by the
Publication Service of the
European Communities:
Agriculture - land use
and main crops, 1962.
HAEU, CRNO 80.
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Left: Report from the Commission of the
European Economic Community on the
evolution of the social situation of the
Community, 1959.
HAEU, CM2/1959 884
Right: Bulletin of the European Communities
on the Social Action Programme, 1974.
HAEU, CEDEFOP 5
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T

he Schuman Declaration
reflected the belief that a
common market for coal
and steel would assist the struggling of
European economies which were on
their knees after the war. The steady
growth in industrial production
in the first twenty years since the
creation of the European Coal and
Steel Community strengthened the
goal of creating a wider internal
market, with a view to enhancing
economic growth and eliminating
trade barriers between European
countries.  

Map published by the Publication Service of the European Communities:
Energie et sidérurgie, 1962. HAEU, CRNO 80

Steel consumption
in the six founding
Member States almost
doubled between 1952 and
1962, and continued to grow
rapidly until the oil crisis
of 1973.

Industrial expansion

Lubatti blast furnace, Italy, June 1957.
HAEU, BAC-004/1971 0081

BEWAG, thermal power station in West Berlin (Germany), circa 1977.
HAEU, BEI 2164 – Photo: Unknown

Progil-Bayer-Ugine, chemical factory in Pont-de-Claix (France),
circa 1970. HAEU, BEI 2145 - Photo: Studio Piccardy, L. Guelfo
and M. Auffray

Worker at Alfa Romeo factory in Pomigliano d’Arco, Italy, circa 1966.
HAEU, BEI 2155 – Photo: Dino Jarach
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The Treaty
of Maastricht
The Treaty on European
Union, which amended
the Treaty of Rome, was
signed in Maastricht,
the Netherlands, in
1992. For the first time,
the name “European
Union” was used in an
official treaty. 

Article B envisaged
the road towards the
completion of the internal
market through a full
economic and monetary
union, to be finalized by
the introduction of a
single currency.

Working Document of the European Commission on the Treaty of Maastricht, February 1992.
HAEU, RS 79

Facsimile of the Maastricht Treaty, HAEU.

Enrique Baron Crespo (ES)
President of the European Parliament 1989-1992
HAEU, INT 884
“I insisted very much on the fact that we had to concentrate on some points,
not trying to draft the European Constitution. I was in favor, it was my dream
but, to put on the table some core concepts, core ideas that could transform
the European community.”

The signing of the Maastricht Treaty, 7 February 1992 © European
Communities 1992 – Source: EC – Photo: Christian Lambiotte

EURO
a single currency for Europe
Economic integration changed the
life of European citizens, as the single
market guarantees the free movement
of goods, capital, services, and
labour. The introduction of the Euro,
circulating since 2002 and currently
adopted by 19 countries, was the
most visible symbol of the fusion of
markets envisioned by the Schuman
Declaration. Not long after the creation
of the Eurozone, the economic and
financial crisis of the late 2000s put the
Euro to its first major test. 

The first plan for
the adoption of a single
currency dates back to 1970,
when Luxembourg Prime Minister
Pierre Werner presented his
eponymous report on economic
and monetary union.

Poster produced by the Council of the EU on
the introduction of the Euro as a “virtual
currency” on 1 January 1999.
HAEU, NDG 220

Herman van Rompuy (BE)
President of the European Council
2009-2014.  
HAEU, INT 885.
“...responsibility and solidarity. And we kept
that approach during the crisis, two and half
years.”

Jean-Claude Trichet (FR)
President of the European
Central Bank 2003-2011.
HAEU, INT 797
“l’idée selon laquelle on devait avoir la monnaie
unique déjà en place avant l’an 2000 était une
idée extrêmement forte.”

Cartoons about the Euro in poster format.
HAEU, NDG 484 
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Poster produced by the European Commission.
HAEU, NDG 203

First page of the draft ‘Werner Report’. Fonds personnel Pierre Werner,
Archives nationales de Luxembourg

III
23/04/20 19:54

EUROPE

AND EUROPEANS

“

“
1 9 5 0 > 2 020

9 Ma y 2020

F

rom the proposal between
France and West Germany on
the production of coal and steel,
Europe grew into the present 27-state
Union in less than 70 years. The idea of
enlargement to “all countries willing
to take part” was already enshrined
in the Schuman Declaration, but took
a deeper meaning as new Member
States joined from the South, the
North and most recently from the East.
Members can also decide to leave the
Union, as Brexit has demonstrated.

Catherine Day (IE)

Amadeu António
Pereira Lopes Sabino (PT)

Secretary-General of the European
Commission, 2005-2015
HAEU, INT 134

EU official 1984-2008.
HAEU, INT 258

“I went in as a director to the Balkans
and I came out as a director for the
Central and Eastern Europe. And
that was really the most emotionally
exciting thing I ever did, working on the
enlargement. Because you felt, it was
such a historic opportunity to right the
wrongs of the past.”

“It was a great joy to see the flags of
Portugal and Spain beside the others
in Berlaymont, and in Charlemagne.
That was to me the most important day.”

Poster produced by the European Commission.
HAEU, NDG 250
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Members of the EU in 2020

i n fo rce

Treaty on
European Union
The amended versions of
the Treaty of Rome (now
TFEU) and of the Treaty
of Maastricht (TEU) lay
the constitutional basis
of the European Union.
Their consolidated texts
are regularly published
by
the
European
Commission. Article 49 of

the consolidated version
of the TEU disciplines the
procedures for a State to
become a member of the
Union. Any State wishing
to apply has to respect
the fundamental values
of the EU, proclaimed in
Article 2.

On 1 May 2004,
ten new members
were welcomed into the
European Union. The
ceremony took place
in Dublin.

Letter of the President of the
European Council Bertie Ahern
to the President of the European
Commission Romano Prodi.
11 May 2004.
HAEU, RP 495 - Photo: Unknown

Note by Graham Avery, Chief Adviser for strategic
questions at the Directorate-General for Enlargement
of the European Commission, on accession
negotiations, 22 May 2002.
HAEU, GJLA 220

Poster produced by the European Commission, 2001.
HAEU, NDG 130

Crossing BORDERS
The enlargement of the European
space also meant that more
people were free to move
across the continent. Notions
like borders, freedom of
movement, mobility were
redefined by the European
project, but they are still hot
topics at the center of public
debate.

The BABE project
collection offers a multiplicity
of visual memories of mobility
(movement) across Europe. The
material collected is the result of the
fieldwork carried out in European
countries including the Netherlands,
Italy, Sweden, France and
Spain.

Ahmed (Marocco), “I drew a
suitcase people use them
when they need to travel”.
Turin, December 2013, HAEU
BABE Archival Collection.

“Action frontières” of activists of the Union of the European Federalists (UEF) in France, May 1983.
HAEU, UEF 427 - Photo: Unknown

The Schengen
Agreement was signed in
1985 near the town of Schengen,
Luxembourg, with a view to gradually
abolishing border checks at the signatories’
common boundaries. The Schengen Area
now comprises 26 European states, that
have officially abolished passport
controls at their mutual borders.

Katia Muñoz (artist from Peru),
“Map of my own trajectory of
migration. I’m a migratory bird.
I’m not from here or there”,
collage, Barcelona, October 2013.
HAEU BABE-068 Archival Collection.

Elena (Romania), “It was the
Black forest in Germany”. Visual
repression of crossings of borders
in the EU, Turin, Decembre 2013.
HAEU BABE Archival Collection.

Flyer produced by the MEF and the Gioventù Federalista, probably 1983.
HAEU, UEF 428
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Activist during a demonstration in Luxembourg,
December 1985. HAEU, CS 103 –Photo: Unknown
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A

lthough a European federation
has not been achieved,
democratization and identitybuilding have been crucial components
of the European integration process.
From the demonstrations of European
federalists, to the first direct elections of
the European Parliament in 1979, to the
debate on the fundamental rights of the
European Union, institutions and citizens
have long discussed the meaning of being
European. Citizenship of the EU was given
to the citizens of Member States by the
Treaty of Maastricht, but this concept is
still a much debated issue, as it questions
individual and group identities in the
current global environment.

Christine Verger (FR)
EU official 1984-2009.
HAEU, INT 302

Federalist demonstration in Milan, 29 June 1985.
HAEU, UEF 415 - Photo: Unknown

“ l’Europe et la construction européenne
c’est aussi la préservation d’un certain
nombre de valeurs. […] il est essentiel de
faire comprendre que c’est aujourd’hui
un grand privilège que de vivre dans ce
monde de valeurs, de démocratie, de
respect des droits individuels, culturels.”

2 0 0 0

Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the EU
The Charter of Fundamental Rights
of the European Union was signed
in 2000 and became legally binding
in 2009. It sets out the fundamental
rights of everyone living in the
European Union.

Human dignity, freedom, equality
and solidarity are the fundamental
values on which the Union is based,
while democracy and rule of law
are its operating principles.

Raymonde Dury (BE)
Member of the European
Parliament (MEP) 1982-1998.
HAEU, INT 826
“pour les Droits de l’Homme, [le Parlement européen] c’était
quand même important. Je reprends l’exemple de Mandela.
Ce n’est pas un hasard si une des premières visites à l’étranger
de Nelson Mandela ça a été le Parlement européen.”

European Commission memo on the European Union’s
role in promoting human rights and democratisation in
third countries, May 2001.
HAEU, AV 96

Vassilis Skouris (GR)
President of the Court of
Justice of the European Union
2003-2015. HAEU, INT 870
“We have been asked as Court of Justice of the European Union
to develop a theory of constitutional/fundamental rights.”

Poster on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.
HAEU, NDG 2

Calling for a
FEDERAL EUROPE
Federalist demonstrations in Strasbourg, 18 July 1979.
HAEU, UEF 229 - Photo: Unknown

The Union of European Federalists (UEF)
was established in 1946, to coordinate
the activities of the many federalist
movements across Europe. The first
federalist movement, Movimento
Federalista Europeo (MFE) was founded
by Altiero Spinelli in Italy, in 1943.
UEF demonstration in Brussels, 28 June 1987.
HAEU, CS 46 – Photos: Claude Schöndube

UEF demonstration in Brussels, 28 June 1987.
HAEU, CS 46 – Photos: Claude Schöndube

DEMOCRACY in the EU:
DIRECT ELECTIONS of
the European Parliament

Posters on European elections produced by the European Parliament, 1979-2009.

HAEU, NDG 192

EP Archives

HAEU, NDG 132

EP Archives

EP Archives

EP Archives

EUROPE

AND EUROPEANS

PANNELLI TEMATICI.indd 5

HAEU, NDG 131

V
23/04/20 19:54

